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    ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY  

    Stevenson Center for Community and Economic Development  

Students and Alumni Serving 

with Peace Corps 
 

Jessica (Murphy) Aleksy, South Africa 

Tyler Curtis, Togo  

Ted Fischer, St. Vincent  

Rebecca Hodel, China  

Michael Hotard, Kazakhstan 

David Johnson, Panama 

Janelle Jones, Peru 

Joseph Lauchlan, Costa Rica 

Laura Livesay, Senegal 

Sasha Miranda, Dominican Republic 

Eric Porter, Micronesia 

Brad Pribe, Kyrgyz Republic 

Kevin Souza, Togo 

 

  

 

Current Internships   

Joanna Bossi, 
CDC of Mendocino County, Ukiah, CA 

 
Casandra Fritzsche,  
   Stevenson Center  

 
Drew Griffin, 

     Quality Quest for Health, Peoria, IL 
 

Dana Overman, 
City of Champaign, IL 

  
Phil Steffes,  

NeighborWorks America, Washington, DC 
 

Jered Ulschmid, 
Corporation for Supportive Housing,  

Chicago, IL 
 

Tessa Zevallos, 
Mikva Challenge, Chicago IL 

 

The Stevenson Center for Community and Economic Development received the 2010 Community Partner 

award from Mid Central Community Action.  Given annually, the award recognizes outstanding community 

members and organizations.  Mid Central Community Action provides services to individuals and families 

across McLean and Livingston counties.  Their services include home ownership counseling, advocacy for 

the safety and healing of domestic violence victims, and provision of community services to disadvantaged 

people. The award recognizes and commemorates the hard work being done locally by Stevenson Center 

students and staff.  Past Community Partner Award recipients include State Farm Insurance and the City of 

Bloomington. 
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Thank you for being part of the Stevenson Center’s growing network of over 300 alumni, friends,  

and community partners, from around the world.  Each semester we share stories with you of the 

fantastic efforts of our students, alumni, and faculty to advance their understanding of development 

while improving people’s lives.  In this issue of Compass, you will read about successful work building 
a school in Ghana, assisting a micro-bank in Costa Rica, studying in Peru, and building assets among 

Illinois residents. 

In addition to sharing news with you, we look forward to connecting with you more closely.  One 

option is to find the Stevenson Center on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/StevensonCenter).    

You can join the 150+ people who “like” the Stevenson Center and try out the “suggest to friends” 

button just under our profile picture.  

You can also share news about yourself by e-mailing or calling us.  If you are an alum, please consider 

submitting updates at http://stevensoncenter.org/alumni/.  We would love to hear from you.   

We also send job postings to alumni.  If you are an interested alum and not receiving these e-mail 

messages, please write Associate Director Beverly Beyer at babeyer@ilstu.edu.  Last but not least 

Peace Corps is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2011!  Look for news of a commemorative event 

here at Illinois State.  If you are around and can join us, we would love to see you! 

—Frank 

 
 

How did your experience at Illinois State affect you?  How did your professional practice in applied  

community/economic development (whether an 11-month internship or Peace Corps service) shape your 

career path?  What did you learn that you have continued to build upon? 
 

Perhaps the most important way that you might give back to your graduate program is by helping a current 

student to have a meaningful professional practice experience.  What can you do? 
 

• Talk to your colleagues about how one of our graduate students could assist in your work.  

• Send us links to organizations that might be a good fit for our students. 

• Share information about the Stevenson Center with others in your network who might be interested. 
 

While financial gifts are always appreciated and needed, helping us place our talented students is a timely 

and accessible gift.  Please contact us at stevensoncenter@ilstu.edu or 309-438-7090.  Thank you for your 

ongoing support and generosity!  

An Easy Gift to GiveAn Easy Gift to GiveAn Easy Gift to GiveAn Easy Gift to Give    
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Ken Springer, the project and data analyst for the Economic Development Council of the Bloom-

ington-Normal Area, was the 2010 Alumni Day speaker at the Stevenson Center.   

On October 15th, Ken came to the Center to discuss the benefits of service learning with current 

Stevenson Center students, alumni, and staff.  In his presentation, Ken reflected on his time at the 

Stevenson Center and spoke about the integration of coursework and applied experience:  

“Students leave the Stevenson Center with at least a full year of experience, what other graduate 

programs can say that?” Current students were given the opportunity to speak with Ken about 

ways to get involved in the community and different applications of their current classroom  

education. 

As a student in the program, Ken worked with the Economic Development Council for both his 

graduate assistantship and his professional practice.  He currently manages five different loan 

funds designed to help small businesses around central Illinois.  He is a two-time AmeriCorps 

Member and graduated from the Applied Community and Economic Development Fellows  

Program with an M.S. in Political Science in 2008. 
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More than a decade after finishing my Peace Corps service, I had the opportunity to return to Ghana in Janu-

ary 2010.  My then seven-year-old daughter and I visited Adomanu, the village where I served for two years.  

As a Peace Corps Volunteer, I worked on several projects based on the results of a community needs  

assessment.  Although some projects met with success, they also met with challenges.  With that said, the 

one project that really seemed to take off was the construction of a junior secondary school with a voca-

tional workshop.  The community used its limited resources to construct the school’s foundation.  However 

their resources were never enough to purchase more than a few bags of cement at a time.  That all changed 

with the work of a few fellow Peace Corps Volunteers who helped me conduct a community-wide grant-

writing workshop.  It seemed every community member participated in the day-long workshop that was held 

in the dilapidated community center, the site of the current junior secondary school.  The proposal-writing 

workshop resulted in a grant awarded by USAID to complete its construction.  Community members volun-

teered one day a week to work on the school.   

Sadly I left before the school was completed and never saw children learning in the classrooms.  However all that changed on my reunion visit.  

My daughter and I were welcomed with celebration.  True to custom, libations were poured, salutations were made, and gifts were presented by 

the village leaders and elders.  I quickly noticed how many positive changes have taken place in the last ten years to bring the village into the new 

millennium such as electricity, paved roads, and a cell phone tower. Having the time of her life, my daughter made quick friends with dozens of 

children who took her around the village.    

Over the years, I have maintained frequent contact with my community counterpart and vil-

lage chief.  My relationship has resulted in a partnership between the village and local U.S. 

organizations such as the Central Illinois Chapter of The Links, Inc., and the Best of All 4-H 

Club.  During my visit, I saw the books shipped from central Illinois, and the village chief  

presented me small gifts for the organizations that have supported the village.  

But the greatest gift came when I saw the junior secondary school nestled in the back of the 

village next to the elementary school.  The classrooms were filled with proud children.  Both 

schools serve children from three villages.  Although the students were too young to remem-

ber me, they all knew who I was and were thankful for my contribution to their education. 

Adomanu continues to be optimistic and transparent while residents take responsibility for 

their development. 

Please contact Veronica at vaboyer3@gmail.com if you would like to  
partner with them to help rebuild the community center.  
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(Left to Right) Alum Ken Springer,  

Director Frank Beck, Associate Director  

Beverly Beyer, Senior Fellow and Founder  

Bob Hunt 

Veronica’s daughter, Lariba, poses with  

students from Adomanu’s primary school. 

Elders present gifts to Veronica to 

bring back to organizations in     

central Illinois.  

 

Find us and “Like” us on Facebook! 
    www. Facebook.com/StevensonCenter 

 
Plan to join us in  

celebration.   
Details to follow  
Spring 2011.   
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Joseph Lauchlan is serving with Peace Corps in 

Limon, Costa Rica.   

As a graduate student at Illinois State University, 

he completed his coursework in Applied  

Economics and a capstone on the economic 

impact of local food systems in Central Illinois 

with classmate and co-author Viktor 

Schrader.  Following the completion of his 

coursework, Joseph returned to his hometown 

of Detroit to volunteer at Northwest Detroit 

Neighborhood Development, a non-profit  

 agency, as well as at a local Catholic school, 

Christ the King, before he left for Costa Rica in March.  Joseph sent an update about  
his work to date: 

“As a Community and Economic Development volunteer in Costa Rica, my work 

generally falls into three categories: working with and supporting small businesses, 

encouraging information and communications technology, and teaching English as a 

foreign language.  So far, my main counterparts in the community are the local high 

school, a FINCA micro-bank run by a group of women, and several other women’s 

groups.   

In the high school, I make regular visits to the English classes so that the students 

practice speaking and listening to my gringo voice.  Through this activity, I’ve gotten  
to know a great many students, and we’ve shared our different cultural experiences 

with each other.  Several professors and I are also working on a project to prepare  

students to give a tour of the high school’s farm projects to English-speaking tourists.  

Most high schools in Costa Rica have a technical side, where the students can study 

such areas as agricultural methods, ecotourism, or biology.  Our project will allow  

the students to employ their skills in English and tourism while taking advantage of  

the farm attractions, including a 2-acre nature reserve.   

The work I do with the micro-bank consists of guiding them towards better account-

ing and management practices and participating in activities to help promote the 

bank’s various programs, such as the Youth Education Investment program.  There are also several women’s associations working to generate 

some income for their members.  One group is working towards developing a hydroponic greenhouse that can supply lettuce, peppers, and  

cilantro to the local market.  Another smaller group is focused on designing vases and baskets to sell at local fairs.  With both groups, I am  

helping them think about managing their finances, setting rules, and marketing their products.   

So far, I am grateful that the town has allowed a great and diverse number of project opportunities.  I am also thankful that the Stevenson Center 

prepared me to think about development in terms of a slow, people-centered process.  This people-centered approach, that Peace Corps also 

employs, has led to projects that are, in my experience, more fun, meaningful, and productive.” 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

  

Stevenson Center graduate students served as moderators at the 1st annual 

Illinois Asset Building Group Conference. The conference, held at the Chateau 

in Bloomington on October 14th and 15th, incorporated panel discussions, group 

presentations, and breakout sessions.  The theme of the conference was 

“Increasing Savings, Expanding Ownership and Protecting Consumers.”  Session topics included predatory lending, medical and personal debt 

issues, and credit building as asset building.  

Speakers at the conference included Don Carlson, Executive Director of Illinois People’s Action, and Andrea Kovach from the Sargent Shriver 

National Center on Poverty Law.  Reflecting on his role in the conference, David Becker, a current Master’ International student in the Politics 

and Government Department stated, “I particularly enjoyed one of the sessions I moderated on ‘Credit Building as Asset Building.’  A lot of our 

focus and reading for our Seminar in Community Development has looked at financing in the developing world, but there are many people right 

here in the United States and right here in Illinois that are unbanked and need assistance accessing credit at reasonable rates and through proper 

channels.” 

In addition to the scheduled sessions, the IABG Conference hosted a Children’s Savings  

Account Public Hearing.  The hearing, coordinated by the staff of the Illinois State Treasurer’s 

office, allowed conference attendees and members of the public to provide feedback on the 

proposed automatic savings plan for Illinois children.  

Graduates 

Announcing the 2010 applied community and economic 
development professionals with Illinois State University 
master’s degrees.  The diverse capstone and thesis titles 
include:  
 
Amy Deal, M.S. Sociology, ACED Sequence, Thesis -  
I Feel Like I Have More to Give: Adult Education and  
Community 
 

Casandra Fritzsche, M.S. Political Science, ACD 
Sequence, Capstone - The Shifting American Community and 
the Rise of Social Media 
 
Brian Hillery, M.S. Political Science, ACD Sequence, 
Capstone - State Versus Ethnic Identification in Tabati,  
Cameroon 
 

Janelle Jones, M.A. Applied Economics, ACED  
Sequence, Capstone - Economic Growth and Social Develop-
ment 
 

Sean Moore, M.S. Sociology, ACED Sequence, Thesis -  
The Heart of Yoga in the Social Body:  Contested Knowledge 
and Social Organization  
 

Viktor Schrader, M.S. Applied Economics, ACED 
Sequence, Capstone - Local Food Systems in Central, IL:   
An Economic Analysis 
 

Phillip Steffes, M.S. Political Science, ACD Sequence, 
Capstone - Moving beyond low-hanging fruit: What are the 
challenges and obstacles to providing affordable green housing 
under current United States policy? 
 

Mat Willey, M.S. Sociology, ACED Sequence, Thesis -  
Come All Ye Faithful?  The Dynamics of Young Adult Recruit-
ment by Churches of Different Political Orientations 

Conference presentations are posted at  

http://www.illinoisassetbuilding.org/conference/ 



Newsletter Editor and PP Intern:  Casandra Fritzsche, cefritz@ilstu.edu 
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Staff Clerk:  Martha Boudeman, mjboude@ilstu.edu                          
Senior Fellow:  Dr. Bob Hunt, rwhunt@ilstu.edu 
Student Assistant and Research:  Elizabeth Lovell, ellovel@ilstu.edu 
Brownfields Project Graduate Assistant:  Tom MacMillan, trmacmi@ilstu.edu 

   Campus Box 4200 

Normal, IL 61790-4200 
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We want to serve more communities and more students.  Thus, a primary goal is  

reducing the cost of these services so that more underserved communities can benefit 

from the great work of our students.  Donations reduce that cost.  Thank you for your 

consideration.   

Give a Gift to the Stevenson Center Give a Gift to the Stevenson Center Give a Gift to the Stevenson Center Give a Gift to the Stevenson Center     

Check one or Both: 

Student Service to Communities  

Endowment  

$10 

$15 

$25 

$50 

$100 

Other $ 

Please send checks payable to the Stevenson Center or visit us                                

online at www.stevensoncenter.org to make a donation.  
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The Stevenson Center is in its sixth year of providing AmeriCorps Member status and benefits to some of our students 

serving in Illinois: 

• Drew Griffin is assisting Quality Quest for Health of Illinois particularly on outreach for information support services that can lead to 
better health care results. 

• Hillary Smith is working on a range of programs for McLean County Community Compact, for example creating job shadowing oppor-
tunities for high school students. 

• Mandy Swartzendruber is analyzing data and working on a final report for the Maturing of Illinois project, assessing communities’ readi-
ness for their aging populations. 

• Jered Ulschmid is serving with the Corporation for Supportive Housing with a focus on data management.  
 

The Stevenson Center continues its partnership with Harriett Steinbach at the Leadership and Service Unit on campus to extend these benefits 

to its students:  Shantira Norris is in her second term of service there.  We are also grateful for our ongoing relationship with Western Illinois 

University, whose AmeriCorps program (of which we are a part) was named one of "52 of the most innovative AmeriCorps programs in the 

United States" by the American Association of State Service Commissions in June 2010.  

Dr. Carlos Parodi is the current graduate program director in the Department of Politics and 

Government.  He has taught a variety of courses in the department, including Human Rights, 

Latin American Politics, and International Political Economy.  

From supervising capstone projects to advising students, Dr. Parodi plays an active role in the 

education of Stevenson Center graduate students in the Politics and Government Department.  

Each year, Dr. Parodi also supervises a study abroad trip to Lima, Peru.  “Maria Elena Moyano 

Democratic and Human Rights in Peru” is a month-long study abroad program highlighting 

different human rights issues in local communities of Lima.  The program incorporates both 

lectures and participation in human rights campaigns to give students a rounded view of  

humanitarian issues in Lima.  In the future, Dr. Parodi hopes to increase the number of  

 Stevenson Center students able to participate in study abroad. 

 Before coming to Illinois State, Dr. Parodi taught several economics courses at the Universi-

dad del Pacifico in Lima, Peru.  He has also published numerous articles on a variety of topics, including of course, Human Rights in Peru and Latin 

America.  Dr. Parodi is a current member of the Latin American Studies Association. 

In 2008, he received the Hibbert R. Roberts Teaching Excellence Award.  Dr. Parodi holds both a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in Political Science 

from the University of Pittsburgh.  Thank you, Dr. Parodi, for your ongoing support of the Stevenson Center! 
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Dr. Parodi sharing a traditional dance with the 

Huaquicha community in Lima, Peru 


